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ST AIDANS CHURCH

YOUR VOTE, YOUR SAY!



INFORMATION FOR VOTERS

A Referendum relating to the adoption of the Oxspring Neighbourhood Development Plan 
will be held on 2nd May 2019.

The question which will be asked in the Referendum is:

“Do you want Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council to use the Oxspring
Neighbourhood Development Plan to help it decide planning applications in the

Neighbourhood Area?”

The Referendum area is identified on the map which is included in this information 
statement.  The Referendum area is identical to the area which has been designated as the 
Oxspring Neighbourhood Area.

WHAT DOES REFERENDUM MEAN?

This is your opportunity to have your say. If enough residents vote in favour of the Plan 
then it will go forward to be 'Adopted' by Barnsley Council and will be used,  with the 
Barnsley Local Plan, to help the Council determine planning applications within the 
Neighbourhood Area.  The Neighbourhood Plan and the Local Plan both run from 2014 to 
2033.

CAN I VOTE?

You can vote in the Referendum if you live in the Parish of Oxspring and:

 You are registered to vote in local Council Elections and:
 You are 18 years of age or over on the 2nd May 2019

The Referendum will be conducted in accordance with procedures which are similar to 
those used at local government elections.  

A copy of the specified documents, that is those documents listed below, may be inspected 
at:        https://www.oxspring-parish.com/  

The specified documents are:

 The Oxspring Neighbourhood Development Plan
  Report of the Independent Examiner
 Summary of the representations submitted to the Independent Examiner
 Statement by the local Planning Authority that the draft plan meets the basic 

conditions and complies with the relevant legislation
 A statement that sets out  general information about town and country planning 

including neighbourhood planning and the Referendum
 This information statement

https://www.oxspring-parish.com/


MAIN POINTS FOR YOU TO CONSIDER 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan has been a long time in the making partly due to the 
delays in Barnsley finalising and adopting their Local Plan.  To refresh your memory the 
following is a very quick summary of what the plan contains:

Vision 

To maintain the character of a rural village whilst moving forwards with an infrastructure 
that will support 21st century living.  This vision will enable us to keep a foothold in the past
whilst moving the village forward. 

Objectives

To strive for the well-being of all members of our community by:

 Supporting the provision of fair and accessible housing for local needs and 
local people;

 Supporting the provision of improved community leisure, sports and 
recreation facilities

To nurture the rural environment for future generations by:

 Protecting and enhancing Oxspring's biodiversity assets and amenity areas 
namely, the River Don, the Trans Pennine Trail, the green belt, green open 
spaces, the sports field, Bower Dell, open farm land and community 
allotments

 Improving accessibility and connections to the Trans Pennine Trail, the 
riverside, local footpaths and bridle paths

 Promoting sustainable development
 Protecting and enhancing the Parish's built environment and rural heritage

To nurture local business by:

 Diversifying and growing the rural economy
 Supporting the provision of community sustainable green energy

WHAT THE NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN MEANS FOR HOUSE 
BUILDING IN OXSPRING

The Oxspring Neighbourhood Development Plan has been prepared by Oxspring residents, 
for, and on behalf of, Oxspring Parish Council, in consultation with local residents with a 
view to guiding Barnsley Council in planning matters concerning Oxspring.

In line with Barnsley's Local Plan the Neighbourhood Development Plan provides for  
limited affordable housing in Oxspring and does not include plans for any large scale 
developments in Oxspring. 


